WELLOW HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
CALENDER OF EVENTS 2009
THURSDAY FEB 19th
GARDENING QUIZ  
A sociable evening with a Gardening Quiz of general questions (ie not too hard) and some visuals too. Teams organised on the night, and open to any-one. Bring drinks & glasses, nibbles provided. There will be prizes. £2 per person to cover costs. 7.30pm prompt please, Wellow Village Hall.
MARCH 8th 
GARDEN BASICS – 1. Propagation; Seed Sowing, Pricking Out & Potting On. We are holding 3 workshops 10am-noon on a Sunday morning through-out the year to help beginners & those who want to get more out of their gardening…and their pocket! Led by experienced members of the Society. £2 per person. Wellow Village Hall, later ones in the year will be in a member’s garden. 

To book a place telephone Mari Bartholomew, tel; 01225 840889.
APRIL 21st
GROWING GOURMET MUSHROOMS AT HOME with Steve Pritchard. A local man whose company is called ‘Edible Landscapes’. He also teaches Permaculture Courses. Steve will show us how to grow Shitake & Oyster Mushrooms…on logs and also toilet rolls & straw! Wellow Village Hall 7 for 7.30pm.
MAY 16th
ANNUAL PLANT SALE Wellow Village Hall, 2- 4pm, entrance £1. Home made Cakes & Cookies with hot & cold drinks. Also a CONTAINER PLANTING DEMONSTRATION at 2.30 & 3.30pm which will include UNUSUAL CONTAINERS & PLANTING. There will be a category in The Flower Show this year, so come and get ideas. No need to book, just come along
For the Plant Sale - please take cuttings, divisions, sow seeds etc. and bring along on the morning of the Sale if possible to the Village Hall or call Mari 840889 or Bridget 835024 to arrange picking up. Can you label all pots and trays clearly please. Any unwanted gardening books, tools, pots, equipment, seeds etc they will also be gratefully received and put out for sale on our ‘Green Elephant Stall’. 
JUNE 18th 
VISITS – EAST LAMBROOK MANOR AND BARRINGTON COURT

A coach trip to 2 Somerset gardens near to each other. East Lambrook Manor is a grade 1 listed garden with the late Margery Fish Nursery and award winning Tearooms. New & rare plants, Gift shop & Art Exhibitions. Described as “The Home of English Cottage Gardening”. Close by is the National Trust’s Barrington Court. A 16th century Tudor Manor House, Gertrude Jekyll influenced gardens and its famous Working Walled Kitchen Garden. Vegetables & Fruit are used in the restaurant and in Plant Sales.  Lots to see here including an arboretum.
More info. on this trip in later newsletters.

JULY 5th
GARDENING BASICS – 2. TAKING CUTTINGS; SHRUBS & CLIMBERS
Make new plants for just the cost of a little compost. There is nothing like it, such satisfaction. This will be held in a member’s garden. More info. in newsletters..

JULY 17th
GARDEN PARTY
By kind invitation of Janet & Erica at ‘The Old Station’, Station Road, Wellow. An interesting and varied garden with vegetables growing where once there were tracks and the trains ran. Also flowers, piggies and beautiful open views. This is always an annual treat and a wonderful way to celebrate the summer. Includes good food, good drink and excellent company.

SEPT 5th
WELLOW FLOWER SHOW
Date for your diary. Bring family and friends. Don’t miss it. Do something different this year….and please remember and plan to enter lots of categories. Hailed by one of the judges as “one of the best shows around”. Let’s keep up the good work and make it even better this year.

SEPT 25th
AFTERNOON VISIT – LADYWELL FARM GARDENS

A beautiful contemporary garden only a half hour drive away, so we will go in shared cars. 12 acres with 2 lakes, marginal planting & waterfall, a large ‘Steppe’ area and Prairie style planting with special grasses. There is also a small enclosed Cottage Garden with thatched Summer House. We thought this would make a lovely jaunt and especially beautiful visually on a late autumn afternoon. Plan to take the time off work and come along to this Daily Telegraph listed ‘Top Ten Gardens to Visit’.
OCT 6th
PUTTING YOUR GARDEN TO BED AND STARTING THE NEW GARDENING YEAR with Simon Knight. Autumn is the start of the gardening year, but, we also need to close down and prepare for the cold & wet of winter.

Simon is a well known figure at Prior Park Garden Centre. He trained at Cannington College, worked in Local Authority Gardens & was head gardener at Stoneaston Park. He will also bring plants & sundries for sale.

OCT/NOV
GARDENING BASICS – 3. WINTER PRUNING
Books don’t do it always and in this ‘hands on’ learning workshop in a member’s garden, you will be shown ‘how to’ giving you confidence and knowledge to have a go back home in your own garden. More info.later.

NOV 19th
AGM

Highlight of the year! It must be one of the most enjoyable AGM’s around. Lots of good grub (provided by the ever hard-working committee) and drinks as usual. Some swift, but vital, business is conducted too!

DEC 8th
WILLOW WREATHS & CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Back by popular demand! Led by experienced Willow Weaver Andy Southwell (and his little helpers). Come along and together enjoy the preparations for Christmas. Make beautiful decorations all from Nature’s Store. This year we will make it more festive with mulled wine and mince pies. No experience necessary….simple to do, you can’t go wrong and you will be proud!
