22 Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings.
"When Lysias the commander comes," he said, "l will decide your case."

2. Talk Notes

ARTICLE 6 - RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL
1. In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of any criminal charge against him,
everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and
impartial tribunal established by law...
2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty
according to law.
3. Everyone charged with a criminal offence has the following minimum rights:

(d) to examine or have examined witnesses against him...

ARTICLE 9 - FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, CONSCIENCE AND RELIGION

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom, either alone or in community with others and
in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief, in worship, teaching, practice and observance.

2. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs shall be subject only to such limitations as are
prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of public safety, for the
protection of public order, health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of
others.

ARTICLE 10 - FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

1. Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority
and regardless of frontiers. This Article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of
broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.

2. The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject
to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary
in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public safety,
for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protection
of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information received in
confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.

ARTICLE 11 - FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and to freedom of association with
others, including the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

ARTICLE 14 - PROHIBITION OF DISCRIMINATION

The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Convention shall be secured without
discrimination on any ground such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, birth or other status

3. Coffee ‘n’ Stickies Questions

3.1 Should someone always be entitled to wear a visible Christian symbol at work?
3.2 Should a believer always be entitled to wear clothing which they believe their faith
requires of them?
3.3 Should a University be able to ban a student faith organisation from using its
facilities if the organisation:-

iv. refuses to permit non-believers in that faith from being on its committees?

v. refuses to permit someone who disagrees with its stated principles of belief to be

on its committees?
vi. says that sexual activity outside heterosexual marriage is immoral?
Peter Blair 26" November 2006
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‘Be Daring and Dynamic’ 24 Studies in Acts
Acts 24:1, 5-22 The Trial before Felix
Passage, Talk Notes and Questions

Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find some
time during this week to consider the questions below or join us at Coffee ‘n’ Stickies
Wednesday 29" November 7.30pm at The Cottage, High Street, Wellow, Bath (Call
Pauline Preddy 01225 832625 for directions) to discuss the questions further.

1. Talk Passage
Acts 24:1, 5-22

1 Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the
elders and a lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their charges against Paul
before the governor...

5 "We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all
over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and even tried to desecrate
the temple; so we seized him [and wanted to judge him according to our law.” But the
commander, Lysias, came and with the use of much force snatched him from our hands
7 and ordered his accusers to come before you.] 8 By examining him yourself you
will be able to learn the truth about all these charges we are bringing against him."

9 The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true.
10 When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied:

“l know that for a number of years you have been a judge over this nation; so | gladly
make my defence. 11 You can easily verify that no more than twelve days ago | went
up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 My accusers did not find me arguing with anyone at the
temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 13 And
they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making against me. 14 However, |
admit that | worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they call a
sect. | believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets,
15 and | have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of
both the righteous and the wicked. 16 So | strive always to keep my conscience clear
before God and man.

17 "After an absence of several years, | came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for
the poor and to present offerings. 18 | was ceremonially clean when they found me in
the temple courts doing this. There was no crowd with me, nor was | involved in any
disturbance. 19 But there are some Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be
here before you and bring charges if they have anything against me. 20 Or these who
are here should state what crime they found in me when | stood before the Sanhedrin
— 21 unless it was this one thing | shouted as | stood in their presence: 'It is
concerning the resurrection of the dead that | am on trial before you today.' "



22 Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings.
"When Lysias the commander comes," he said, "l will decide your case."
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