The Benepice of Peasedown St John with Wellow

Che Dazrish of Wellow

‘Be Daring and Dynamic’ 24 Studies in Acts
Acts 4:5-32 — Persecution, Prayer and Power
Passage, Talk Notes and Questions

Please feel free to take these talk notes home with you and you may wish to find some time during this week to consider the
questions below.

1. Talk Passage
Acts 4:5-32

5 The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem.

6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's family.

7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?"

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people!

9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed,

10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God
raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.

11 He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone. '

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and
they took note that these men had been with Jesus.

14 But since they could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say.

15 So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin and then conferred together.

16 "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding
miracle, and we cannot deny it.

17 But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in
this name."

18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God.

20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."

21 After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to punish them, because all the people were praising God for
what had happened.

22 For the man who was miraculously healed was over forty years old.

23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to
them.

24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and
the earth and the sea, and everything in them.

25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: "Why do the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain?

26 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One. '

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed.

28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.

29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.

30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the
word of God boldly.

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything
they had.

2. Talk Notes
2.1 Jesus’ Authority

Mark 11.27 They arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus was walking in the temple courts, the chief priests, the
teachers of the law and the elders came to him. 28"By what authority are you doing these things?" they asked. "And
who gave you authority to do this?" 29Jesus replied, "I will ask you one question. Answer me, and | will tell you by
what authority | am doing these things. 30John's baptism—was it from heaven, or from men? Tell me!" 31They
discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?' 32But
if we say, 'From men'...." (They feared the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.) 33So they
answered Jesus, "We don't know." Jesus said, "Neither will I tell you by what authority | am doing these things."

Mark 1.22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the
teachers of the law. 27The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching—and




with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." 28News about him spread quickly over the
whole region of Galilee.

2.2 Only in Jesus’ Name

Acts 4.12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must
be saved."

John 14.6
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

2.3 Which God do we serve?

Exodus 20.2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 "You shall have no
other gods before B me.

Joshua 24.15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are
living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

2.4 How much do we serve Him?

Proverbs 3.5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

Daniel 3.16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend
ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us
from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that
we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."

Deuteronomy 6.4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. @ 5 Love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that | give you today are to be upon
your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 11.26 See, | am setting before you today a blessing and a curse- 27 the blessing if you obey the
commands of the LORD your God that | am giving you today; 28 the curse if you disobey the commands of the LORD
your God and turn from the way that | command you today by following other gods, which you have not known.

2.5 What need we do?

Revelation 3.20 Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come
in and eat with him, and he with me.

3. Questions to consider back at home

3.1 Forget the outsiders, what sort of ‘religious’ people today attempt to thwart the church’s work?
3.2 In what ways does this manifest itself?

3.3 How have we been able to speak out, as Peter did (4.8-12)?

34 Do you agree that there is salvation in no other name but Jesus (v12)?

3.5 Do you feel any better or worse qualified than Peter and John (v13)?

3.6 Is this filling with the Holy Spirit a one-off experience? (cf 2.4 with 4.31)?

3.7 How does our Wellow Christian family lifestyle compare with theirs (2.42-47 & 4.32-35)?

If you would like to discuss these questions further please feel free to call me on 01225 833748
Richard Meryon 11% June 2006
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